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STM Students Help with Reforestation in the Gulf

During the Winter break of A student 6s pr gosghpwe left Althoagh | may
WWW.stthomasmoreatsu.org 2009, Fr. Linus, Br. Peter & Br. not know for certain if my labor
Patrick and 19 studentsfromSt. i Camp Hope i s ewllavighstdnd thewbxBhurrichne
Thomas More traveled down to  sounds like, a place where the  or even the next few years. How-

Special points of interest: ) . . Y
Camp Hopein New Orleans to ~ people who run it have a vision  ever I do know that it is the com-

e  Students travel to help with the ongoing rebuilding and a hope far more moving than mitment of doing the small tasks
New Orleans to help after the disaster of Katrina. The | can attempt to explain. Their g little bit at a time that will pre-
with the reforestation mission of the trip was to help in faith in action was enough to serve New Orleans. It is my hope

, the reforesting of the marshes ~ inspire me to stay focused asa  that the tiny pieces of the puzzle

*  Serving the Lord by that were destroyed due to Hurri- volunteer. Our mission was to will continue to come together
serving the homeless cane Katrina. The St. Bernard  plant treed these trees would for the good of New Orleans. |
atthe Samaritan Cntr. Parish received a grant to pur-  help to break the wind and ease  am so grateful for having been

e Leading Confirmation chase 140,000 cypress trees.  the destruction of any hurricanes  given the opportunity to learn so
Retreats with high These trees are crucial to St. Ber-to come in the future. much, and hopefully to have
school students nar do-wrmiswviva. They ] ) ] given back a little

For me, making a difference is

. would need an army of volun- ¢ -
e  Vigil For Peace at teers to plant these trees not about the satisfaction of Kristin Girouard

Hendricks Chapel achieving an end result, but about
Environmental engineers feel the journey of connection and
that the storm surge would not bonds that you share with those

My dear Sisters & Brothers, we craft a program based on . have done so much damage if WhOr\:Vi|| further the work that

spirituality, education, service el ; P . there had been a forest of cypresgyou have

aFr)1d socia)lll ministry to assist the Peace and all Inside this issue: trees. Our students plantedyc?ver done after

students to continue to develop good things, 3,000 trees in just four days.
| will share a few words with ~ and deepen their beliefs, con- : A

you and then I will let the victions, values and principles.

students speak to you in this ]

newsletter. Catholic campus

ministry serves to initiate,

From the Chapl ainé.

May the peace of Christ reign
in your heart!
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We, my staff and I, are As we will journey OFM Conv.
facilitators. We listen to and this academic year, we will Chaplain of Sandwich Ministry 2
learn from our students. They walk with Jesus. look for the sU&
share with us their convictions, Christ in each person, and SUNY ESF o

hopes, fears, hesitations, and choose as Jesus would. We
doubts. Together with them invite P i'h sin
Afand some of ougrayeeglgupejc}iélx\'&é'o




n We are
body of Christ,
serving with
justice,
sharing our
faith, seeking
understanding
and alive in
the Spirit
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Launching of our New Website: www.stthomasmoreatsu.org

The Alibrandi Catholic Center | f
| aunched itods
early in 2010. A former SU

you havendt c yu
b new site, pleasenmank estasa t e
favorite. All Mass times, activi-

t ghadiate and member of the St. ties, service opportunities, con-

Thomas More community, Tison tact informatio® you can find it
Kelley, helped the staffputto- al |l a click awayé
gether a fresh, new look that is
easily navigated and very infor-
mative. Twitter updates are
posted daily and students who
ATweet o can ke e pufgld Mifishy sctibduf
informed. Upcoming this year
will be the addition of an Alumni
Link that wil!/l
ofO the Monthbd

a Youtube feature that will host
student videos.

Mass Schedule

Bulletins

Upcoming Events
feat ure an ﬁAI.umni
a nWaysttorserve in ghg gommupity o f

Check us out!!

Samaritan Center i serving the homeless of the city of Syracuse

When | was in High School, one ing at the Samaritan Center is justw e
of my favorite things to do was  another way us students can giveo u t
go work at a soup kitchen with  back to the community we are ~ maritan Center feeds those
my youth group. They always  now a part of. Itis also agreat blessed ones. And as college
needed the help and knowing youplace to meet other students who students, it is awesome that we
were a helping hand in some- share the common bond of serv- have the opportunity to not just
onebs day |just mag drealizechserving fooddowt Bpeak tha prayer but to actually
bit better. It was so nice to come ever that the Samaritan Center is have a hands on impact to put
to a school like Syracuse Univer- all volunteer based and without that prayer into action. Every
sity and still have the opportunity volunteers, their program to feed action counts and you really feel
to be involved in something that | those hungry suffers. Often like for that one da¥y you made
enjoyed back home. Volunteer- times when we pray before mealsa difference to many.

say fibl ess

Brenna

Sandwich Ministry

Twice a month all school year, after the 10:30 Mass and all are
the students of the Alibrandi welcome to help out. We make
Catholic Center volunteer and over300 sandwichesvhich are
make sandwiches for the then delivered by Fr. Linus to
Assumption Pantry in Syracuse. Assumption Church. The sand-
We would like to honodacob wiches are served to those in
Morrida & Alex Hart who not need that come for lunch on a
only made sandwiches but also daily basis. This connection with
came in and sliced all the meat the inner city allows our campus
for the sandwiches. Many thanks community to serve the Lord by
goes out to all the students who serving others. We hope more
helped in this ministry. students will come forward &

help this year.
The sandwiches are made right

Sacr a

r
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f oodwell,th@Sag ht o
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High School Retreats here at Alibrandi

I didnot
from the retreat, as | had never

k now wThis motivated neexopsteae my

own story in front of a large

taken part in leading one for high crowd (kind of intimidating)

school students. But | was curi-
ous and decided to try it. It was amade me reflect upon all the

great learning experience in
many ways.

First, in trying to express the

theme of the retreat to these stu- me o f

dents, | found myself becoming

more confident in what | believed dents left the Catholic Center

in. In listening to the other col-
lege students share their faith
stories, | was so inspired. They
shared their stories of how God
had helped them to deal with
difficulties in their lives.

which | had never done before. It

wonderful, big or small, things
God has blessed me with.

All together the day reminded

Godbs gr ¢
and | hope the high school stu-

with the same feeling. | definitel

of you even if
you can do it, know that God will
provide all the way.

Stacey Lindbloom

Ryan Graham reflects on his own Confirmation

wi t h
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0 making a difference

Confirmation students from
Christ Our Light in Pulaski

o -
%eceiving the Sacrament of Con- the social scene does not com-  with those around me, through al

firmation, as any fifteen or six-

pletely change: sports, television,

teen year old would agree, is one parties, school, boyfriends/

the pressures of high school and
college life, while still being able

of the most important decisions a girlfriends, and videogames are to do the things | love, is ex-
young Catholic has to make upon just as evident for kids attwenty t r e mel y comf or t
furthering her or his faith one as they are kids at sixteen. love to help facilitate the Confir-
life. Unlike the first three Sacra- mation retreats. Every year |
ments, receiving the fourth can | t t ha tconpeoitmgkesanyeé;mile R knew
sometimes come with a lot of found myself in their shoes. For that I helped a few kids realize
stress: Do | really want to con-  two hours every Sunday morn- that Confirmation really can help
tinue my faith journey as a ing, 106d find mipenreaize thegmpprigthipingg
Catholic? What happens if | ing how getting Confirmed in life. Little do they know, they
choose not to? Who wants this  would better my relationship with help me realize this just as much
mored me or my family? With  God and my peers. Well, looking
all these new challenging respon-pack, | can firmly say that my
sibilities at my age, can I really  maturing relationship with God,
handle it? my family and my friends has
played an integral part in becom-

Questions like this are not un- ing the person | am today. And
common to a young woman or  yet, just like a sixteen year old, |
man to ponder as they sit in Con- still have to do my homework. |
firmation class for a few hours  still like to watch TV and go to
each week. | think that the best  parties, and | still get yelled at by
way to answer these questions is my Mom when my room is a
not only through interacting with  disaster.
one another, but also with college

wasnot

kids who have followed a similar | think that for these kids to

Vigil For Peace held
at Hendricks Chapel

Near the beginning of the @
school year, the Newman Assoc,
decided they wanted to do some
thing new and different that could
reach out to a variety of communj
ties on campus as well as the lodal
community. After some careful
planning and praying, Newman
held its first Vigil for Peace in
Hendricks Chapel in early Decem
ber. The vigil was conceived to
provide a night of reflection and
unity for all who wished to attend
Various students and religious
groups were asked to be a part gf
the vigil. A number of students

accepted and the evening was filled

with musicians playing songs sucgh
as fiLet |t Beo
with speakers who read passagess
from a poem by Maya Angelou
and part of Martin Luther King

P h'gf.’s ™! s Pvhl§erac
spee r-

h. Ms. Frances Parks, a fg
mer SU staff member, participatgd
by prefacing the MLK speech with
hkr own thoughts on peace. The
night ended with everyone pro-
ceeding out onto the quad, lighting

totive candles and praying a pedce

prayer written by Pope John Pau|
Il. Overall it was a wonderful

event and all those who attended
thought it was very moving. New-
man would love to make this Vigil
for Peace an annual event with
great hope that it only continues fo
grow and flourish. We have

chosen a date of Sept. 11, 2010 for

our next vigil. This date in our
country has taken on a new meap-
ing for all of us and this year, we
hope to make it a date of hope fqg
peace in the world.

=

Stephani e Hol

Ryan Graham & Chris Pallone
facilitate at Confirmation Retreat

path Although about five to six see how getﬂng Confirmed has
years apart in age, | can say that helped me better my relationships

me ¢



